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Introduction 

If you're a professional photographer, you know this pain: 

● 2,000+ photos from a single wedding named IMG_0001.jpg to IMG_2000.jpg 

● Spending hours manually renaming files for client delivery 

● Messy organization makes it impossible to find photos later 

● Hard time deliveries with generic camera filenames 

This guide shows you how FilesDesk solves these problems using AI-powered automation. 

What You'll Learn: 

● How to rename thousands of photos efficiently 

● Professional naming systems that impress clients 

● AI-powered organization without manual work 

● Proven workflows from professional photographers 

The Challenge 

The Real Cost of Growing Organization 

Typical Wedding Photographer's Reality: 

● Shoots many weddings per year 

● Thousands of photos per wedding 

● Significant time spent manually renaming files 

● Countless hours that could be spent shooting or editing 

The Problems: 

1. Generic Camera Names 

DSC_0001.jpg, DSC_0002.jpg, DSC_0003.jpg... 

IMG_1234.jpg, IMG_1235.jpg, IMG_1236.jpg... 

Zero context. Impossible to find specific moments. 

2. Manual Renaming is Painful 

● Click, right-click, rename, type... 2,000 times 

● Errors and typos 

● Inconsistent naming across shoots 

● Client complaints about messy deliveries 

 

 



3. Lost Revenue 

Time organizing ≠ time shooting = lost income 

The Solution: Automation + AI + Professional Systems 

The FilesDesk Solution 

What is FilesDesk? 

FilesDesk is a Windows desktop application that uses AI to automatically rename your 
photos based on what's actually in them. 

Core Features (All Verified) 

1. AI-Powered Analysis 

● AI "sees" your photo and describes it 

● Generates meaningful names automatically 

● 6 AI providers to choose from (including free local options) 

2. Smart File Analysis 

● Analyzes file content and metadata 

● Understands photo context 

● Generates meaningful descriptions in English or native languages 

3. Template System 

● Create reusable naming patterns 

● Variables: {date}, {counter}, {original}, etc. 

● Custom fields for client names, event types, etc. 

● Automatic formatting and transformations 

4. Batch Processing 

● Rename hundreds of photos at once 

● Preview before applying 

● Consistent results across entire shoot 

5. Watch Folders (Automation) 

● Drop photos in a folder → auto-rename 

● Set it and forget it 

● Perfect for Lightroom export workflows 

6. Privacy First 

● Files never leave your computer (unless using cloud AI) 

● API keys stored securely in Windows Credential Manager 

● Local AI option (Ollama) for 100% offline processing 



Getting Started 

1. Download & Install 

Download: https://filesdesk.app/download 

System: Windows 10+ (64-bit) 

Installation: 

1. Download FilesDesk installer 

2. Run setup → Next, Next, Install 

3. Launch FilesDesk 

4. Done! No complex setup needed 

2. Choose Your AI Provider 

FilesDesk supports 6 AI providers: 

Cloud Options (Internet Required): 

● FilesDesk Cloud (Default) - Zero setup, just works 

● OpenAI GPT-4o - Fast and accurate 

● Claude (Anthropic) - Best for nuanced descriptions 

● Google Gemini - Great for outdoor/nature scenes 

● OpenRouter - Access multiple models 

Local Options (No Internet Needed): 

● Ollama - Run AI on your own computer (100% private) 

Recommendation for Photographers: 

● Starting out? Use FilesDesk Cloud (15 free credits) 

● Privacy concerned? Use Ollama (free, local) 

● High volume? Bring your own OpenAI API key 

3. Your First Rename 

Quick Start: 

1. Select Photos 

Click "Select Files" or drag & drop. Choose 5-10 photos to test. 

2. Choose Mode 

Smart Mode: AI generates names 

Template Mode: Use naming pattern 

3. Preview 

See what names will be. Edit if needed. 

4. Apply 

Click "Rename". Done in seconds! 



Example Result: 

Before: IMG_1234.jpg 

After: bride-walking-down-aisle-ceremony.jpg 

AI-Powered Renaming 

How It Works 

Step 1: Select photo → FilesDesk loads it 

Step 2: AI analyzes visual content (What's in the photo?) 

Step 3: Generate descriptive name ("bride-bouquet-roses-closeup.jpg") 

Step 4: You review and confirm 

Use Cases 

Wedding Photography 

BEFORE (Generic Camera Names): 

IMG_0042.jpg, IMG_0043.jpg, IMG_0044.jpg... 

WITH FILESDESK AI: 

couple-first-dance-reception-ballroom.jpg 

wedding-cake-cutting-celebration.jpg 

bride-getting-ready-mirror-veil.jpg 

Portrait Sessions 

BEFORE: DSC_1234.jpg 

WITH FILESDESK: 

family-outdoor-park-sunset-candid.jpg 

senior-portrait-urban-brick-wall.jpg 

headshot-professional-studio-grey-backdrop.jpg 

Event Photography 

BEFORE: 20250126_143052.jpg 

WITH FILESDESK: 

keynote-speaker-conference-stage-presentation.jpg 

networking-corporate-event-attendees-lobby.jpg 

award-ceremony-trophy-presentation-applause.jpg 

Stock Photography 

BEFORE: photo-001.jpg 

WITH FILESDESK: 

woman-laptop-coffee-morning-office-professional-business.jpg 

Perfect SEO-friendly names for stock sites! 

 



Best Practices 

1. Batch Similar Photos Together 

● Process all ceremony photos at once 

● Then reception photos separately 

● AI maintains better context 

2. Review AI Suggestions 

● Always preview before applying 

● Edit descriptions if needed 

● Quality varies by photo complexity 

3. Choose Right AI for Content 

● Weddings/Events: Claude (understands emotions) 

● Landscapes/Nature: Gemini (strong with outdoor scenes) 

● High Volume: OpenAI (fast processing) 

● Privacy/Offline: Ollama (local processing) 

 

Template System 

What are Templates? 

Templates are naming patterns with variables that get replaced automatically. 

Example: 

Template: {date}_{counter:000} 

Result: 2025-01-26_001.jpg, 2025-01-26_002.jpg 

Built-In System Variables 

{date} → Current date (YYYY-MM-DD) → 2025-01-26 

{datetime} → Date and time → 2025-01-26_14-30-00 

{counter} → Sequential number → 1, 2, 3... 

{original} → Original filename → IMG_1234 

{extension} → File extension → jpg 

{parent} → Parent folder name → Wedding-Photos 

Custom Fields 

Create your own variables for client-specific info: 

Example Template Setup: 

Template Name: "Wedding Standard" 

Pattern: {date}_{client}_{phase}_{counter:000} 

Custom Fields: 

- client: "Smith-Wedding" 



- phase: "ceremony" or "reception" or "portraits" 

Result: 2025-01-26_Smith-Wedding_ceremony_001.jpg 

Text Transformations 

Templates support automatic transformations: 

● Lowercase: Convert to all lowercase 

● Uppercase: Convert to all UPPERCASE 

● Titlecase: Convert To Title Case 

● Replace: Find and replace text 

Professional Templates for Photographers 

Template 1: Wedding - Phase Based 

Pattern: {date}_{couple}_{phase}_{counter:000} 

Output: 2025-01-26_Smith-Martinez_ceremony_042.jpg 

Template 2: Portrait Session 

Pattern: {client}_{date}_{session}_{counter:00} 

Output: Miller-Family_2025-01-26_outdoor-park_15.jpg 

Template 3: Event Chronological 

Pattern: {event}_{date}_{counter:000} 

Output: Tech-Summit-2025_2025-01-26_089.jpg 

Template 4: Stock Photography 

Pattern: {category}_{description}_{counter:000} 

Output: business_woman-laptop-coffee-office_027.jpg 

Template 5: Simple Date-Counter 

Pattern: {date}_{counter:0000} 

Output: 2025-01-26_0042.jpg 

Batch Processing 

Why Batch Processing Matters 

Batch processing allows you to rename hundreds or thousands of photos at once with 
consistent naming, eliminating the need for manual renaming of individual files. This saves 
significant time and ensures consistency across your entire shoot. 

How Batch Processing Works 

1. Select All Photos 

Drag & drop entire folder or use "Select Files" button. FilesDesk loads all at once. 

2. Choose Strategy 

Smart Mode: AI analyzes each photo 



Template Mode: Apply naming pattern 

3. Preview Changes 

See before → after for ALL files. Scroll through to verify. Edit individual names if needed. 

4. Apply Batch 

Click "Rename All". FilesDesk processes queue. Progress bar shows status. 

5. Verify Results 

Check renamed files. Processing history tracks everything. 

Batch Strategy: Wedding Phases 

Organize by timeline phases: 

Phase 1: Getting Ready: {date}_{couple}_prep_{counter:000} 

Phase 2: Ceremony: {date}_{couple}_ceremony_{counter:000} 

Phase 3: Portraits: {date}_{couple}_portraits_{counter:000} 

Phase 4: Reception: {date}_{couple}_reception_{counter:000} 

Phase 5: Details: {date}_{couple}_details_{counter:000} 

 

Watch Folders 

What are Watch Folders? 

Set up automatic renaming for any folder. Drop files in → FilesDesk auto-renames them. 

Perfect For: 

● Lightroom export workflows 

● Automated client deliveries 

● Consistent team naming 

How It Works 

Step 1: Create watch folder 

Step 2: Configure rename behavior (Smart AI or Template) 

Step 3: Export photos to folder 

Step 4: FilesDesk detects new files (500ms delay to ensure complete) 

Step 5: Auto-rename based on rules 

Step 6: Files ready for delivery! 

Real Workflow Example 

Lightroom Workflow with Watch Folders: 

BEFORE FILESDESK: 

1. Edit wedding photos in Lightroom 

2. Export all to folder 

3. Open Windows Explorer 



4. Manually rename each batch 

5. Time-consuming manual process 

WITH FILESDESK WATCH FOLDER: 

1. Set up watch folder with template: {date}_Smith-Wedding_{phase}_{counter:000} 

2. Edit photos in Lightroom 

3. Export to watch folder 

4. FilesDesk auto-renames in background 

5. Zero manual renaming work required! 

Result: Significant time savings and consistent naming 

Client Delivery Best Practices 

Why Professional Naming Matters 

AMATEUR DELIVERY: 

IMG_1234.jpg, IMG_1235.jpg, IMG_1236.jpg... 

PROFESSIONAL DELIVERY: 

2025-01-26_Smith-Wedding_ceremony_042.jpg 

2025-01-26_Smith-Wedding_first-dance_089.jpg 

2025-01-26_Smith-Wedding_portraits_127.jpg 

Client Impact: 

● Shows attention to detail 

● Easy to find favourite moments 

● Meaningful names when sharing with family 

● Justifies your premium pricing 

Professional Naming Checklist 

1. Consistent Pattern 

All files follow same format: {date}_{client}_{phase}_{number}.jpg 

2. Leading Zeros 

Good: _001, _002, _003... _999 

Bad: _1, _2, _3 (breaks sorting) 

3. Client Name in Filename 

Always include: Smith-Wedding (not "Wedding"), Miller-Family (not "Family") 

4. Date Format: YYYY-MM-DD 

2025-01-26 (sorts chronologically worldwide) 

5. No Special Characters 

Safe: letters, numbers, hyphens, underscores 

6. Lowercase or Title-Case 

Choose one style, stick with it. Don't mix styles! 



Pro Tips 

Tip 1: Always Use Leading Zeros 

Good: photo_001.jpg, photo_010.jpg, photo_100.jpg (Sorts: 1, 10, 100) 

Bad: photo_1.jpg, photo_10.jpg (Sorts wrong: 1, 100, 10, 2...) 

Tip 2: ISO Date Format 

Always use: YYYY-MM-DD (e.g., 2025-01-26) - sorts everywhere correctly! 

Tip 3: Test on Small Batch First 

Don't process 2,000 photos blindly! Select first 10 photos, run rename, review results, adjust 
template if needed, THEN process full batch. 

Tip 4: Save Common Templates 

Create presets for frequent shoots: "Wedding Standard", "Portrait Session", "Corporate 
Event", "Stock Photography" 

Tip 5: Combine Template + AI 

Best approach: Template: {date}_{client}_{description}_{counter:000} 

Where date, client, counter are from template, and description is filled by AI! 

Tip 6: Use Watch Folders for Lightroom 

Set up watch folder, export from Lightroom to that folder, FilesDesk auto-renames. Zero 
manual renaming! 

Tip 7: Consistent Client Naming 

Choose one format, stick with it: Last-Last (Smith-Jones), First-First (Sarah-Michael), or Last 
only (Miller-Family) 

Tip 8: Processing History is Your Friend 

Use FilesDesk → History tab to see what was renamed, track AI provider used, verify batch 
was complete, and review file processing stats. 

Conclusion 

Congratulations! You now know how to: 

✓ Rename thousands of photos efficiently with automation 

✓ Use AI to generate descriptive filenames automatically 

✓ Create professional templates for consistent naming 

✓ Set up automated watch folders 

✓ Deliver organized, professional files to clients 

 

 

 



Next Steps 

1. Download FilesDesk 

Website: https://filesdesk.app 

Download: https://filesdesk.app/download 

Free trial: 15 credits included. No credit card required. 

2. Try Your First Rename 

Select 10 photos from your last shoot. Use AI mode or a simple template. See the difference 
immediately! 

3. Create Your Templates 

Build 2-3 templates for your common shoots (wedding, portrait, event). Save for repeated 
use. 

About FilesDesk 

FilesDesk is built by photographers, for photographers. 

Mission: Help creative professionals spend less time organizing and more time creating. 

Features: 

● 6 AI providers (cloud + local) 

● AI-powered content analysis 

● Template system 

● Batch processing 

● Watch folders 

● Privacy-first design 

Pricing: 

● Free: 15 credits (try all features) 

● Basic: $5/month (500 credits) 

● Pro: $15/month (2,000 credits) 

● Or use your own AI API keys 

 

Thank You! 

Thank you for reading this guide. We're excited to help you transform your photo 
organization workflow. 

Questions? Email: support@filesdesk.app 

Happy organizing! 

— The FilesDesk Team 
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